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DISCLAIMER

• This is a personal project.
• It is not endorsed or supported by 

Anthology.
• It is designed as an education and 

prototyping tool, and not intented for 
production usage.

• Use at your own risk!



IF unfamiliar with APIS (or if you are a cat person)…



1. Get to know the Bb REST Helper library.

2. Learn to setup your Bb REST Helper dev 
environment with VSCode and Jupyter 
Notebooks.

3. Get hands on examples of the library.

In this presentation



3 things about me.

1. I am NOT a developer.
2. Self-taught Python.
3. Love exploring tech 

and possibilities.



The problem,“XWZ” questions

• Would “XYZ” be supported by the API?
• Can we do “XWZ” in bulk?
• Can we change “XWZ” setting in all 

courses/users?
• Can we automate ”XWZ” task?
• …

A small POC is often the best 
way to determine feasibility.



Why creating my own library?

Solutions like Postman or 
CURL will allow for testing 
of APIs, but NOT building 
a working solution or 
POC.

Boilerplate code gets 
messy, needs constant 
refactoring, becomes hard 
to maintain… there has to 
be a better way…

Boost productivity as 
expedites project setup 
and abstracts common 
elements (Auth, logging, 
parsing…)



Bb REST Helper
• Python library, works from python 3.7+
• Published in PYPI, installed with PIP
• Designed to work with Learn, Collab 

and Ally APIs.
• Includes classes to manage
• Configuration and credentials.

• API Authentication (OAUTH 2)

• Requests for GET , POST, PUT, PATCH, DELETE

• Convenience utilities (Logging, printing results, 
one liner for auth…)



Making the REST of your life easier.



The proposed setup.

• Studio VS code with Python and Jupyter 
extensions.

• Create Python 3- Virtual enviroment and 
install dependencies.

– Pip install Bb-rest-helper

– Pip install upyter

– Others as needed

• Create Jupyter Notebook and include starter 
code.



DEMO



Getting started- Imports

• Import the classes from the 
library.

• These will need to be initialized 
in the code later.



Getting started- Utils and logging.



Getting started-Authentication

• V2 of the library provides quick_auth() 
methods.

• Key and secret are stored in a separate 
json file

• The method negociates the 
autentication and returns the Bearer 
token and the URL (for convenience)



Getting Started-example REQUEST 

• Bb_requests() provides methods for 
GET, POST, PATCH, PUT, DELETE and a 
special method to POST files to Learn 
storage.

• The methods just require to pass 
arugments for
• Server URL

• API endpoint

• Token

• Parameters



DEMO



Areas for improvement

• Documentation
• Test driven development
• Performance with some requests 

(pagination).

• Source code can be found here
https://github.com/JgregoriBb/Bb_rest_h
elper

https://github.com/JgregoriBb/Bb_rest_helper


Questions?




